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We have read with interest the review by Teive and colleagues’ that
described the prevalence and clinical phenotypes of spinocerebellar
ataxias (SCAs) across the Americas. The authors showed, based on
the results of the so far only study published from a single center in
Argentina including 20 patients, that in Argentina the most frequent
SCAs were SCA2 (8 cases; 40%) followed by SCA1 and SCA3
(5 cases; 25% for each subtype), SCA6 (1 case; 5%), and SCA7 (1 case;
5%).> We would like to add unpublished data obtained from the
largest genetic and molecular biology center in Argentina from 2008
to 2019. A total of 272 patients with progressive ataxia were tested
for SCA1, SCA2, SCA3, SCA6, SCA7, or SCA8. Among the
48 (18%) cases that proved positive for SCA, the most frequent was
SCA2 (22 cases; 46%) followed by SCA3 (13 cases; 27%), SCA1
(10 cases; 21%), SCA6 (2 cases; 4%), and SCA7 (1 case; 2%).

These results based on a larger cohort confirm Teive and col-
leagues™ report that SCA2 is the most frequent genetic subtype in
our country, in concordance with Cuba, but different to most coun-
tries of the Americas where SCA3 is the most prevalent SCA sub-
type.'” An explanation for the higher frequency of SCA2 in
Argentina in comparison with other SCAs could be because the
majority of its people have a European ancestry, mainly from Spain
and Italy, where SCA2 is highly prevalent.” Knowing which SCA
subtypes are the most prevalent in different countries or regions is
critical for genetic testing when diagnostic resources, such as com-

prehensive gene panels, are not universally available or affordable.
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